
W A Y S  T O  P R O M O T E  P U B L I C
A W A R E N E S S  O F  E L E C T R I C A L
S A F E T Y  

n Use information from ESFI to conduct programs on 
electrical safety in the workplace and at schools
and community events. 

n Encourage your schools and teachers to access and 
utilize the electrical safety module of the National
Fire Protection Association’s RiskWatch® school
outreach program, available at www.nfpa.org. 

n Conduct contests with awards and public recogni-
tion for the best electrical safety posters, inventions
or ideas. 

n Encourage employees and members of your community
to conduct a basic electrical safety check of their 
own home with family members, using information
in ESFI’s Indoor Electrical Safety Check booklet, 
available free of charge by visiting ESFI’s Library 
at www.electrical-safety.org.  

n Use your web site to promote electrical safety tips
and information.

n Send electrical safety reminders at the end of your
e-mail messages.

n Conduct basic electrical safety audits at your office,
workplace, home, schools and other community
facilities, checking for ground fault circuit inter-
rupters (GFCIs) and the safe use and good condi-
tion of outlets, electrical cords and extension cords. 

n Distribute news releases and encourage public
service announcements (PSAs) to your local TV,
radio and print media.

n Have your top local official, mayor or governor 
proclaim May as Electrical Safety Month in your
city, county or state.

n Ask local businesses to feature electrical safety
information in their windows and consumer dis-
plays. 

n Develop awareness programs for high-risk 
populations, such as rewiring/repair programs 
for senior citizens or low-income families. 

n Use this information to submit electrical safety 
articles to your newsletter, newspaper or journal. 

n Schedule appearances on radio or television talk
shows by local experts, such as municipal safety
officials or certified electrical contractors to explain
how to check homes for electrical safety. 

n Check out ESFI’s web site, www.electrical-safety.org
to download free information or order material online.

n Encourage everyone you meet to order ESFI publi-
cations, including In Home and Outdoor Electrical
Safety Check booklets, and the Mr. Plug Fun Book.
Visit www.electrical-safety.org to order online, or
fax your order to 703-841-3329. Look for the form 
at the back of this kit. 

R E V I T A L I Z E  Y O U R  C A M P A I G N  
E A C H  S E A S O N  
n Spring: Focus on the proper preparation, use and

maintenance of power tools, such as electric
sanders, saws and drills, and gardening equipment.
Be careful of overhead power lines when carrying
ladders around the home, and buried power lines
when doing the landscaping. Remind children not
to play around neighborhood utility equipment
such as switchgear and transformers. 

n Summer: Focus on the proper preparation, use and
maintenance of fans, air conditioners, electric drills,
electric lawn mowers and tools, outdoor rated
extension cords, use of GFCIs and safety after
storms and floods, including lightning safety. 

n Fall: Focus on checking and repairing home wiring,
and installation of AFCIs.

n Winter: Focus on proper use of space heaters and
electric blankets, extension cords and power strips,
and use and maintenance of holiday lights.



U S E  T H I S  T O O L  K I Thow to
In this kit, you will find tools you and
your organization can use to develop
an effective electrical safety aware-
ness campaign, for your community,
your organization, your customers,
and your workplace associates.

This kit is organized by seasons to
help focus on electrical safety year
round after the initial “May is National
Electrical Safety Month” activities. To
make best use of this material, think
of it as a menu, and take a couple of
minutes to review each section.  You
may want to select information from
each season to craft an electrical 
safety program to meet your 
unique needs.

Each section of this kit begins with
STATISTICS that highlight some of 
the electrical safety hazards prevalent
during each season of the year.

The statistics are followed by an
OVERVIEW, highlighting the factors
that drive the statistics.

Following the overview are ESFI 
RECOMMENDATIONS to increase
electrical safety awareness at 
home and in the workplace. This 
information can be used in workplace
newsletters, on web sites, in 
community newspapers and to 
develop your own electrical safety
awareness campaign. 

Note: ESFI’s electrical safety 
awareness information is available to
use free of charge because building
electrical safety awareness is our
goal. We do ask that you credit ESFI
as the source of your information, 
and offer directions to our web site,
www.electrical-safety.org for those
wanting more on electrical safety.

First, select from the list of “Organizations to
Contact for Help with Electrical Safety Awareness.”

Local fire department

Local utility

Local consumer affairs office

Local safety council

Local licensed electricians and electrical contractors

Local electrical inspectors

Local electrical retail/wholesale

Local electrical manufacturers

Local chapter of the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers (IBEW), National Electrical
Contractors Association (NECA) and Independent
Electrical Contractors (IEC)

Local offices of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC), U.S. Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA), National Fire
Protection Association (NFPA), and National Safety
Council (NSC) 

Second, use the statistics, information and 
recommendations included in this CD to develop
your own material.

For ideas on how to use the material, refer to
“Ways to Promote Public Awareness of Electrical
Safety” on the back of this page.
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